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No. 68 - “Princess Victoria” – Schooner

Details of Ship:-

Built:



April 1837

Type:



Schooner

Tonnage:


129 tons.

10 years A1
Dimensions:


Length: 74 ft.  Beam: 18.6 ft.  Depth of Hold: 12.8 ft.
Work carried out:

1842, Yellow metalled.





1847, Yellow metalled.



Builder:


Nicholas & Thomas Edwards (Ed54) & (Ed35), Scilly. 10 yrs. A1.

Owners:


1837 – 1852, J.  Ellis  
1850, S. Ellis 
[Lloyd’s register of Shipping]





1852, Left Lloyd’s Register for Australia !

1875 – 1880, T. Norton  [RWB Note: not sure where details came from]

Captains:


1837, 1843, J. Ellis
1838 - 1850, T. Ellis
1847 – 1852, S. Ellis

Trade:
Foreign. Trieste 1838. (1850, London to Cape of Good Hope).  Cape of Good Hope 1851,  Australia, Cadiz, Scilly, Hull, Ramsgate, Southampton, Margate, Cephalonia, Zante, Falmouth, Liverpool, Naples, Vostizza, Leghorn (Italy), Deal, Marseille, Cevita Vecchia, Patras, St. Ives, Dublin, Rio Grande, Venice, Genoa, Yarmouth, Gravesend, Corfu, Exmouth, Smyrna, Penzance, Cork, Malta, Mauritius, Galle, 
Cargo:
1853, Mauritius - Adelaide with 83 pax, 276 bags sugar, 33 casks rum, 100 bags salt, 70 cases brandy, 25 cases gin, 25 bags and 12 packages dates and a large assortment of sundries belonging to the passengers. 


19.3.1841, Hull from Cephalonia, 142 butts  110 carotels currants  M and R Keighley.

30.12.1842, On Saturday last, the “Princess Victoria”, Ellis, sailed from St. Ives with pilchards for the Mediterranean.
Port of Registry:

April 1837 - 1851, Scilly
1859, Melbourne 

Port of Survey:


1838 - 1840, 1846 - 1851, London





1841 - 1845, Scilly

Signal:



TBLS

Official No.:


40918


Crew:
 

Demise:


Still trading in  1859
10.6.2012, Source: e-mail from Mari Flapan, Australia.:-

Thank your for your email asking about the “Princess Victoria”. I do not yet know her fate. However, I do have a fair amount of information regarding her movements in Australia. She apparently was trading between Mauritius and Melbourne until late 1853 when she seems to have been lying at Melbourne for an extended period. I suspect that like so many vessels during the goldrush, they found that she was unable to procure a crew and was effectively just abandoned. She then was used as a lighter taking cargo from ships arriving at Melbourne. There was very little wharf space for large vessels so they mostly anchored in Hobson's Bay at the mouth of the Yarra River. Their cargoes were then transferred to lighters and taken upriver to smaller wharves for delivery to consignees. The “Princess Victoria” appears to have been acquired for this function as were so many other vessels of the time. What happened to her after she was sold for 55 pounds is still a mystery. 

There is a reference to a vessel of that name having blown up on the coast of Australia about 1853. I suspect it is not this “Princess Victoria” but I have retained this info for future reference. Perhaps the year might be 1856. One day I will get access to the British Australian Register for Melbourne No. 234 of 1854 and see what it says as to her fate.

(RWB Comment:  The vessel referred to in the last paragraph is NOT the “Princess Victoria” built in Scilly – the newspaper reports show a larger vessel was involved)

Additional Information:-
Name: Princess Victoria   

Later names {also Sail or Rego or Fishing No}: {TBLS}-b50

Material: Wood

Rig: Schooner   Rig changes & identification codes: <unknown>

Type:Pax+Cargo   Propulsion: Sail

Designer: <unknown>

Year built: 1837/04   Yard or Job No: <unknown>

Builder: Edwards, Nicholas & Thomas 

Where built: Scilly, UK 

Engines: <unknown or N/A>   

Boilers/Gearing: <unknown or N/A><unknown or N/A>

Official Number: 40918    IMO Number: <unknown or N/A>

Dimensions (ft)—Length: 74 Breadth: 18.6  Depth: 12.8

Volumetric ‘tonnage’ measurements (1 ton = 100 cubic ft): 

Gross: <unknown>  Underdeck: <unknown>   Net: 129

Decks: <unknown>   Deck Erections: <unknown>   

Number of funnels &location: 0  Number of bulkheads: <unknown>

Tanks, etc: As10yrs   Freeboard: <unknown>

Stem: <unknown>   Figurehead: <unknown>   Stern: <unknown>  

PORTS and owners: SCILLY'37b50(b51) J.Ellis: SCILLY'50 S.Ellis: MELBOURNE'54b56: b55 William Henry Taylor

Fate/Status— Year: 1853?)  Type: (Explosion)  Details: (Blew up on the coast of Australia about 1853).  [RWB Note: NOT same vessel.  Therefore incorrect information)]

History and details: J.Ellis was owner/master. 

See ‘Details of Voyages’ below

References (see http://www.boatregister.net/RANZS_References.htm): Arg1^1853/5/7,1853/6/6,1853/8/8,1854/1/26,1854/10/3,1855/1/20,1855/8/22,1856/6/13:Coc1^1856/6/25:Cou1^1853/1/7:(Jos1): Naa1:RogerBanfield:Sar1^1853/4/26,1853/4/28,1853/4/29                 

Is Jos1 this vessel, note date of loss?

Weblink: 

Research notes: Jos1 refers to a ship. Roger Banfield interested in fate. 

Corrections, additions or updates gratefully received via email at mflapan@gmail.com
If information is published please acknowledge Mori Flapan: Register of Australian and New Zealand Ships and Boats 2012 and any other major contributors listed in References above (usually denoted by capitals).

Details of Voyages:-

26.10.1837, Source: The Standard.:-

SHIP NEWS.

SCILLY. Oct. 25. – Arrived, the “Princess Victoria”¸Ellis, from Cadiz, leaky, bound to Hull.

4.11.1837, Source: Caledonian Mercury.:-
SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE.

Ramsgate, October 31. – The “Princess Victoria”, Ellis, from Cadiz to Hull, got on the Goodwin Sands last night, but was assisted off, and brought in here to-day, with about four feet water in hold.
19.6.1838, Source: The Morning Chronicle.:-
SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE.

CUSTOMS HOUSE (LONDON).

ENTERED OUTWARDS FOR LOADING.

The “Princess Victoria”, Ellis, for Trieste

30.5.1839, Source: The Morning Post.:-
SHIP NEWS.

LIVERPOOL, May 29.

ARRIVED. – The “Princess Victoria”, Ellis, from Zante.
19.3.1841, Source: The Hull Packet.:-
PORT OF HULL IMPORTS.

The “Princess Victoria”, Ellis, from Cephalonia,  142 butts  110 carotels currants  M and R Keighley.
23.4.1841, Source: The Standard.:-
SHIP NEWS.

SCILLY. April 16. – Arrived, the “Princess Victoria”, Ellis, from Hull, leaky, having been run foul of while at anchor in the Humber, by a flat, which sunk soon after.
4.3.1842, Source: Royal Cornwall Gazette.:-
SHIP NEWS.

SCILLY. – Arrived, the “Princess Victoria”, Ellis, from Cevita Vecchia. 
19.3.1842, Source: The Standard.:-
SHIP NEWS.

SCILLY, March 15. – The “Princess Victoria”, Ellis, from Cape Vecchia to Falmouth, has put in here leaky, and is discharging.
30.12.1842, Source: Royal Cornwall Gazette.:-
MULTIPLE NEWS ITEMS.

ST. IVES.

On Saturday last, the “Princess Victoria”, Ellis, sailed from St. Ives with pilchards for the Mediterranean.
10.5.1844, Source: Royal Cornwall Gazette.:-
SHIP NEWS.

SCILLY.  – Sailed, “Princess Victoria”, Ellis, for Dublin.
2.8.1844, Source: Royal Cornwall Gazette.:-
SHIP NEWS.

SCILLY. – Arrived, “Princess Victoria”, Ellis, from Rio Grande.
3.8.1846, Source: The Morning Post.:-
SHIP NEWS.

CUSTOM HOUSE, August 1.

CLEARED OUTWARDS WITH CARGO. – The “Princess Victoria”, Ellis, for Corfu and Zante.
27.9.1846, Source: The Morning Post.:-
SHIP NEWS.

SCILLY, August 21. – The “Princess Victoria”, Ellis, for Corfu, 21st inst., struck on the Spanish Ledge, but proceeded with a little damage to copper only. 

27.11.1846, Source: Royal Cornwall Gazette.:-
SHIPPING DISASTERS.

SCILLY. – During the gale on Friday last, the schooner “Celerity”, of Penzance, James, master, from Malaga, for London, dragged her anchor and went ashore at new Grimsby.  She was got off the following tide, with the assistance of two boats’ crews from the island of Bryher, with apparently little damage.  At the same time and place, the “Princess Victoria”, Ellis, from Cephalonia, also drove, but by having a warp run away in time, she was prevented going ashore.
18.5.1849, Source: Royal Cornwall Gazette.:-
SHIP NEWS.

SCILLY. – Arrived, “Princess Victoria”, Ellis, from Trieste, 67 days, in orders.
14.12.1849, Source: The Morning Post.:-
SHIP NEWS.

MALTA. Dec. 2. – The “Princess Victoria”, Ellis, from Cephalonia to Cork, has put in here with loss of some stanchions and part of her bulwarks.
1850 

London-Cape of Good Hope. 

24.8.1850.  
Vessels expected in Sydney from London:  “Princess Victoria”, barque, 129 tons, Ellis, April 18.

7.10.1850, Source: Sydney Morning Herald newspaper:-

[image: image1.jpg]BX P"ITOESS VICTORIA.
th' Davis has much k—mu:: ‘i‘n
numerous patrons and the pul b
that he has received, by the above ship, two
cases of Gold and Bilver Watches, comprising
mhnndns levers (much enquired for), with
en: diale, sunk seconds, o
::dtr: improvement ; silver levers, h‘:‘:m-
and open-faced cases, of & superior quality ;

vertieal watches of every deseription. The |
whole have been made to order, and every
watch hes been examined by D. D 's agent
prior to leavig London. He ean eonfidently
tecommend them as superior time-ki .
I Aleo, & large quantity of Musical Boxes,
I playing 8, 6, 4, and 2 tunes from Iatest uz:n-.
aud of the finest tone. They will be foun .I
| wpon inspection, the finest ever imperted, and |
{ will be offered at prices never before attempted
i in the colony.
| D. DAV

8,
‘Watch-Msker and Jeweller,
478, treet,
Rydney, October 4.

R e v iaduigys

!





18.11.1851, Source: Daily News.:-
MAURITIUS.

ARRIVALS FROM AUG. 21 TO SEPT. 19.

“Princess Victoria”, Ellis, Point de Galle.
1851 

Cape of Good Hope-Australia. S.Ellis was owner/master. 

1852/11/17 
reported lately refitted, to leave Port Louis, Mauritius in December with another company of diggers for the gold fields in Australia. 

1853/03/12-04/25 
Mauritius-Adelaide with 83 pax, 276 bags sugar, 33 casks rum, 100 bags salt, 70 cases brandy, 25 cases gin, 25 bags and 12 packages dates and a large assortment of sundries belonging to the passengers. 

1853/04/28 
cleared Adelaide for Melbourne with the whole of her original cargo & pax. 

1853/05/06 
arrived at Melbourne with 82 pax & cargo. 

1853/06/06 
advertised lying in Hobson's Bay, Melbourne, carrying a wooden house of about 35' by 17' and 11' high for sale. 

1853/06/15 
to depart Melbourne for Mauritius. 

1853/08/07 
lying at Melbourne. 1854/01/25 lying at Melbourne. 

1854/10/03 
lighter, to discharge cargo of Charles (UK) at Melbourne. Melbourne No.234 of 1854. 

1855/01/20 
lighter to discharge cargo at the New Dock, Melbourne ex. Ouderkerk (foreign). 

1856 

lighter at Melbourne, fitted with lightering gear, anchors and chains complete.
6.6.1856, Source: The Argus (Melbourne) newspaper:-
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1856/06/13 
reported recently underwent a thorough overhaul and caulking. 

13.6.1856, Source: The Argus (Melbourne) newspaper advert
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1856/06/15 
lighter sold by auction at Melbourne for £55.

17.6.1856, Source: The Argus (Melbourne) newspaper:-
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25.6.1856, Source: The Cornwall Chronicle (Launceston, Tasmania) newspaper:-
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10.6.1857, Source: The Argus (Melbourne) newspaper:-
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25.3.1859, Source: The Argus (Melbourne) newspaper:-

It appears that the “Princess Victoria” plied as a lighter vessel helping discharge cargoes from incoming vessels to the shore (quayside), since sale in 1856 until March 1859, when she was put up for sale again.  

(RWB Note:  I have been unable to find any further reference to the “Princess Victoria” after this date, so it is unknown if she was sold again)
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Transcribed by Roger Banfield
9
No 068 Princess Victoria


