

073


No. 73 - “ Marmora ” - Schooner

Details of Ship:-
Built:



November 1837

Type:



Schooner

Tonnage:


136 tons

Dimensions:


Length: 76.5 ft.  Beam: 19.7 ft.  Depth of Hold: 12.8 ft.

Builder:


William Mumford (Mu05),  Scilly.
12 yrs. A1.
Damage repair:


1842,

Work carried out:

1846, Yellow metalled





1851, Yellow metalled

Owners:


1837 – 1851, H. Edwards & Co. (Lloyd’s Reg. 1850) 
1851 – 1855, George Duke of Dover,  (RWB Note: appears to have moved to Australia and travelled between there and New Zealand – using the “Marmora”)




1856, Mr. Andrews of Sydney.

Captains:


1837 – 1851, T. Barnes Jun., 
1849 – 1851, William Davies, [29, b. Liverpool]. 
1851 – 1855, H. Kelly.
Dec 1854, - Feb 1855, Mansfield

1855 - 1856, Fletcher
March 1855, House

April 1856 – 6.10.1856, Moffat

Trade:
Foreign.    (1850, Scilly – Mediterranean).  Med 1851, Constantinople 1838, 1843, Galatz, New Zealand 1851. Scilly, Dartmouth, Liverpool, Beirut,  Sydney, Auckland, Wellington, Newcastle (N.S.W.), Twofold Bay, Port Nicholson, Hobart, Nelson, Port Cooper, Otago, Melbourne, New Plymouth, Launceston (Tasmania), Port Lyttleton, Port Phillip, Victoria, Darling Harbour, Dover (Australia), Smyrna, Dover, London, Deal, Terceira, Syra, Salonica, Alexandretta, Hull, Bristol, Trieste, Falmouth, Ibrail, Malta, Penzance, Naples, Teignmouth, Cardiff, Adelaide, Chatham Islands, 
Cargo:



6.1.1838, Iron from Cardiff for Constantinople.

1.4.1852, Appears to have started trading between Sydney and Wellington.

August 27. 1853. – “Marmora”, from Auckland; 1 hogshead  2 quarter casks whiskey, 25 cases 3 packages 1 bale drapery, J. and W. Henderson; 3 cases drapery, C. Newton Brothers; 1 pipe 2 hogsheads port wine, E.H. Pollard.

1853, 50 tons potatoes.

June 1855, 1,000 bags No. 1 Cossipore sugar, from at Adelaide from Sydney.

December 1855, Sheep, horses, and assorted cargoes from Sydney to Auckland.
14.2.1854, Ship’s Mail for Auckland from Sydney.

9.1.1855, Sydney to Hobart, general cargo and 5 passengers.
Registered:


1837 – 1851, Scilly.   
1851 - 1854, Dover.
1855, No port of Registry listed on Lloyd’s Register.

1856, Vessel not listed at all on Lloyd’s Register.

Port of Survey:


1838 - 1841, Scilly




1842, London





1843 - 1846, Liverpool





1848 - 1849, London





1850 - 1851, Scilly





1851 - 1854, London





1855, No port of survey listed on Lloyd’s Register





1856, Vessel not listed at all on Lloyd’s register

Signal:

Official No.:

Demise:


16.10.1856, Lost at Owhangai, Chatham Islands. See article below.
1851, Crew List:-
Atkins J F

Current Ship: MARMORA of Scilly 

Trade: Foreign




Age: 17

Born: Dartmouth 



Ticket No: 172270



Seaman

Date Joined: 26 Feb 1851 


Place Joined: Dartmouth

Date Left: 12 Jul 1851 



Place Left: Liverpool 

Why Left: Discharged

Previous Ship: ALURAN


Comments:



BT 98/: 2702

Brew John

Current Ship: MARMORA of Scilly 

Trade: Foreign




Age: 13

Born: Liverpool 



Ticket No: 509063



Boy

Date Joined: 06 Dec 1850 


Place Joined: Liverpool

Date Left: 12 Jul 1851 



Place Left: Liverpool 

Why Left: Discharged

Previous Ship: First vessel


Comments:



BT 98/: 2702

Davies William

Current Ship: MARMORA of Scilly 

Trade: Foreign




Age: 29

Born: Liverpool 



Ticket No: Nil




Master

Date Joined: 06 Dec 1850 


Place Joined: Liverpool

Date Left: Remains 



Place Left: 




Why Left:

Previous Ship: MARMORA of Scilly

Comments:



BT 98/: 2702

Ferricen John

Current Ship: MARMORA of Scilly 

Trade: Foreign




Age: 25

Born: Kimdale 




Ticket No: 447411



Seaman

Date Joined: 06 Dec 1850 


Place Joined: Liverpool

Date Left: 12 Jul 1851 



Place Left: Liverpool 

Why Left: Discharged

Previous Ship: LIVORNE


Comments: aka Terrian


BT 98/: 2702

Ford Elias

Current Ship: MARMORA of Scilly 

Trade: Foreign




Age: 20

Born: Dartmouth 



Ticket No: 200909



Seaman

Date Joined: 26 Feb 1851 


Place Joined: Dartmouth

Date Left: 12 Jul 1851 



Place Left: Liverpool 

Why Left: Discharged

Previous Ship: QUEEN OF THE DART

Comments:



BT 98/: 2702

Gibson James

Current Ship: MARMORA of Scilly 

Trade: Foreign




Age: 22

Born: Castletown 



Ticket No: 507000



Seaman

Date Joined: 06 Dec 1850 


Place Joined: Liverpool

Date Left: 12 Jul 1851 



Place Left: Liverpool 

Why Left: Discharged

Previous Ship: CROMWELL


Comments:



BT 98/: 2702

Lewis John

Current Ship: MARMORA of Scilly 

Trade: Foreign




Age: 28

Born: Kilmelly 




Ticket No: 507236



Seaman

Date Joined: 06 Dec 1850 


Place Joined: Liverpool

Date Left: 26 Dec 1850 



Place Left: Dartmouth 

Why Left: Discharged

Previous Ship: ISABELLA


Comments:



BT 98/: 2702

Rowe Walter

Current Ship: MARMORA of Scilly 

Trade: Foreign




Age: 24

Born: Scilly 




Ticket No: 462230



Mate

Date Joined: 06 Dec 1850 


Place Joined: Liverpool

Date Left: 26 Feb 1851 



Place Left: Dartmouth 

Why Left: Discharged

Previous Ship: MARMORA of Scilly

Comments:
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Smith John

Current Ship: MARMORA of Scilly 

Trade: Foreign




Age: 24

Born: NOR 




Ticket No: Foreigner



Seaman

Date Joined: 06 Dec 1850 


Place Joined: Liverpool

Date Left: 12 Jul 1851



Place Left: Liverpool 

Why Left: Discharged

Previous Ship: COMMERCE


Comments:



BT 98/: 2702

Stephens Peter

Current Ship: MARMORA of Scilly 

Trade: Foreign




Age: 28

Born: FRA 




Ticket No: Foreigner



Seaman

Date Joined: 06 Dec 1850 


Place Joined: Liverpool

Date Left: 12 Jul 1851 



Place Left: Liverpool 

Why Left: Discharged

Previous Ship: COMMERCE


Comments:



BT 98/: 2702

Details of Voyages:-
20.11.1837, Source: West Briton  newspaper:-

A schooner of a very superior class as to model, materials and workmanship was launched last week from Mr. Mumford’s (Mu05) yard, St. Mary’s, under circumstances highly gratifying to the numerous crowd assembled to witness the event.  She is the property of Mr. Edwards and Johns, and on her moving off a gun was fired from on board and a handsome burgee was run up the masthead, whence the name “Mamara” streamed proudly on the gale.  A large party of gentlemen and workmen celebrated at Mr. Mumford’s (Mu05).
(Note:  Her name was in fact “Marmora”, the spelling in the newspaper article being incorrect.  She was 135 tons, and her owners were:  Henry Edwards 28/64;  William Tremenheere Johns 28/64; and Thomas Barnes, jnr. 8/64.  She was sold to Dover, 3rd. October 1851.)

6.1.1838, Source: The Cambrian.:-
SHIP NEWS.

CARDIFF. – Foreign cleared outwards, The “Marmora”, Barnes, for Constantinople, with iron.
17.12.1838, Source: The Morning Post.:-
SHIP NEWS.

LIVERPOOL, Dec. 15.

SAILED. – The “Marmora”, Barnes, for Constantinople.
10.4.1840, Source: The Morning Post.:-
SHIP NEWS.

LIVERPOOL, April 9.

CLEARED OUTWARDS. – The “Marmora”, Barnes, for Constantinople.
23.7.1842, Source: The Morning Post.:-
SHIP NEWS.

LIVERPOOL, July 20.

ENTERED FOR LOADING. – “Marmora”, Barnes, for Syra.
25.2.1843, Source: The Morning Post.:-
SHIP NEWS.

LIVERPOOL, February 24.

ENTERED FOR LOADING. – The “Marmora”, Barnes, for Beyrout and Alexandretta, entered on the 9th February from Constantinople.
7.9.1844, Source: The Bristol Mercury.:-
BRISTOL SHIP NEWS.

ENTERED OUT. – The “Marmora”, Barnes, for Trieste.
23.1.1846, Source: Royal Cornwall Gazette.:-
SHIP NEWS.

FALMOUTH, TUESDAY. – Arrived, “Marmora”, Barnes, from Constantinople.
12.1.1849, Source: Royal Cornwall Gazette.:-
SHIP NEWS.

FALMOUTH. – WEDNESDAY. – Arrived, “Marmora”, Barnes, from Constantinople.
31.8.1849, Source: Royal Cornwall Gazette.:-
SHIP NEWS.

PENZANCE. – Sailed, “Marmora”, Barnes, for Scilly.

SCILLY. Arrived, “Marmora”, Barnes, from Penzance.
11.10.1849, Source: Caledonian Mercury.
SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE.

FROM LLOYD’S LIST.

Penzance, Oct. 7. – The “Marmora”, Barnes, bound to Naples, in getting under weigh this morning, got foul of the “Wm. Canyages”, Holbrook, for Naples, and carried away jib-boom; she has repaired and proceeded.
5.4.1850, Source: Royal Cornwall Gazette.:-
SHIP NEWS.

SCILLY. – Arrived, “Marmora”, Davies, from Teignmouth.
1.4.1852, Source: Empire (N.S.W.).:-
ADVERTISING.

FOR WELLINGTON DIRECT.

The fine powerful clipper schooner,

“MARMORA”,

135 TONS, H. Kelly, master, will

commence loading forthwith, she

will run regularly as a Packet

between Wellington and Sydney.

For freight or passage apply, to Mr. George

Duke, on board at the Circular Quay, or to

THORNTON AND CHURCH,

2028


Custom House.
24.11.1852, Source: Empire (Sydney, N.S.W.).:-
CLEARANCES.

November 23. – “Marmora”, schooner, 135 tons, Captain Kelly, for Auckland.  Passenger – Mr. G. Duke.

(RWB Note: Possibly the owner)

28.1.1853, Source: Empire (Sydney, N.S.W.).:-
DEPARTURE.

January 27. – “Marmora”, schooner, 136 tons, Captain Kelly, for Auckland.  Passenger – Mrs. Duke.

(RWB Note: Possibly owners wife ?)

5.9.1853, Source: The Shipping Gazette and Sydney General Trade List.:-
August 27. – “Marmora”, from Auckland; 1 hogshead  2 quarter casks whiskey, 25 cases 3 packages 1 bale drapery, J. and W. Henderson; 3 cases drapery, C. Newton Brothers; 1 pipe 2 hogsheads port wine, E.H. Pollard.
24.10.1853, Source: Empire.:-
SHIPS’ MAIL.

CUSTOM HOUSE. The “Marmora” brings a lamentable account of the loss of vessels and life on the New Zealand coast.  The “Helena”, belonging to this port, the “Posthumous”, and others.  The extracts from the New Zealand papers give a full account of there several unfortunate disasters.  The S.W. and W. gales have raged along the west coast of New Zealand with unusual fury.  These gales are the most terrific and prevalent during the winter months.  The sea sets in from the S.W. very heavily, and all the ports having bar harbours, renders the navigation most difficult, especially to strangers unacquainted with the coast.  The “Marmora” left Auckland on the 9th instant.  On the 11th sighted a barque off the Bay of Islands, this was supposed to be the “Commodore”; on the same day, the barque “Delmar”, bound from Auckland to Melbourne.  The “Daniel Webster” was to sail from Auckland on the 23rd for this port, and the “Invincible”, for Melbourne, on the 16th.  Through the kindness of Captain Kelly, of the “Marmora”, papers containing the several losse have come to hand.  The extractrs will be found under the usual heading.
25.10.1853, Source: The Sydney Morning Herald.:-
ADVERTISING.

EX “MARMORA”, FROM AUCKLAND.

FOR SALE, 50 tons Potatoes, of a

Very superior quality.

THORNTON AND CHURCH,

1330

Macquarie-place.
14.1.1854, Source: The Sydney Morning Herald.

ADELAIDE.

The “Marmora” has experienced a tedious passage of twenty-one days. She sailed from Sydney on the 21st ult., and during the first seven days ran within about 150 miles of the North Cape.  After this she encountered a succession of strong Easterly gales, being for the greater portion of the last fourteen days under close-reefed canvas. – Southern Cross, December 13.
17.4.1854, Source: Empire.:-
The “Marmora” has had a very fine-weather passage, with light winds from the eastward.  Her fore-royal has never been lowered since she left Auckland.  She sighted a whaler off Howe’s Island, April 11.
5.12.1854, Source: Empire (Sydney, N.S.W.).:-
SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE.

ARRIVALS.

December 4. – “Marmora”, 136 tons, Captain Kelly, from Auckland November 15.  Passengers – Mr. And Mrs. Tregilgus and daughter, Captain Duval, Messrs. Carrie and Schroeder.  Agents, Morris and Co.
7.12.1854, Source: Empire.:-
ADVERTISING.

FOR SALE,

The well-known clipper Schooner

      “MARMORA”,  130 TONS.  She has just

             arrived from Auckland, and is in

good order.

For terms apply to Captain KELLY on board;

or to CHURCH AND MOLISON, 6, Bridge-

street.
11.12.1854, Source: The Sydney Morning Herald.:-
ADVERTISING.

FOR HOBART TOWN – A regular trader. – A1 clipper “MARMORA”, 160 TONS, Captain MANSFIELD, having most of her cargo engaged, will be quickly despatched.  Passengers provided with wines, spirits, beer, beds, bedding, &c.   MORRIS and CO., Alison Wharf, foot of Market-street.
9.1.1855, Source: Colonial Times (Hobart).:-
PORT OF HOBART TOWN.

ARRIVALS.

Jan 7. – “Marmora”, 135 tons, Mansfield, from Sydney, Jan 1. With general cargo.  Passengers – Mr Andrews, Mr. Williams, Mr. Grimes, Mr. Morris, and one in the steerage. Agent, master.
3.2.1855, Source: The Sydney Morning Herald.:-
ADVERTISING.

FOR FREIGHT or CHARTER, the A1 clipper

schooner “MARMORA”, fit to make a voyage to any part of

the world.  Apply to MORRIS and CO., Albion Wharf, foot of

Market-street.
24.3.1855, Source: The Goulburn Herald (N.S.W.).:-
SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE.

March 15. – “Marmora”, schooner, Captain House, from Newcastle March 14.
25.4.1855, Source: The Sydney Morning Herald.:-
ADVERTISING.

FOR ADELAIDE direct. – Now loading,

A1 schooner “MARMORA”, 150 tons, Captain FLETCHER,
will have immediate despatch.  She has good accommodation for

passengers.

Apply to MORRIS and  CO., agents, Albion Wharf, foot of

Market-street.
1.5.1855, Source: The Sydney Morning Herald.:-
ADVERTISING.

FOR ADELAIDE direct, Now rapidly filling

up. – A1 clipper British built schooner “MARMORA”, 150 

tons, Captain FLETCHER. Shippers will be so good as to com-

plete arrangements THIS DAY.  She has still room for a few

passengers.

Apply to MORRIS and CO., agents, Albion Wharf, foot of

Market-street.
12.9.1855, Source: Empire.:-
AUCKLAND SHIPPING.

The command of Messrs. Woodhouse and Buchanan’s brig the “Algerine” having been relinquished by Captain Clough, that vessel has been entrusted to the direction of Captain Kelly, so long in command of the schooner “Marmora”.  
11.10.1855, Source: The Sydney Morning Herald.:-
WATER POLICE COURT.

Alexander Luttit, mate of the schooner “Marmora”, sued Captain Charles Fletcher, master of that vessel, for £13  7s.  4d.  wages alleged to be due to him.  The defendant pleaded a set-off of £7  8s., which was made up in the following manner:-  Damage done to cargo through baa stowage, £5, and the value of four hides lost overboard through negligence of the complainant in unshipping them, £2  8s.  Evidence was given as to the hides, but not as to the damage to the cargo.  The bench, therefore, ordered payment of £10  19s., together with £2  2s. professional costs and the costs of Court, thus deducting £2  8s. as the value of the hides from the wages of the mate.
18.4.1856, Source: The Sydney Morning Herald.:-
CLEARANCE.

April 17. – “Marmora”, schooner, 134 tons, Captain Moffat, for Nelson, Port Cooper, and Otago.  Passengers – Mr. And Mrs. White, Mr. And Mrs. Harris, child and servant, Messrs. Pitcairn, Samuels, and Phillips.
29.9.1856, Source: The Age (Melbourne, Victoria).:-
SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE.

PORT OF SYDNEY.

SAILED.

September 23. – “Marmora”, for the Chatham Islands.
20.10.1856, Source: The Shipping Gazette and Sydney General Trade List.:-
VESSELS IN HARBOUR.

A schooner, supposed to be the “Marmora”, was sighted in Cook’s Straits, pff Stephen’s Island.
19.11.1856, Source: The Age (Melbourne, Victoria).:-
SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE.

The “James Gibson”, from the Chatham Islands, reports the “Marmora” to sail on the 18th October for this port.  The weather experienced by the “James Gibson” on her passage has been dreadful, and she has sustained some damage in her upper works. – Sydney Herald, 13th Nov.
9.12.1856, Source; The Sydney Morning Herald, New South Wales.:-
LOSS OF THE MARMORA SCHOONER.


The following particulars have been received from the chief officer of the “Marmora”:-


It is my painful duty to report the loss of the “Marmora”, schooner at Owhangai, Chatham Islands, on the night of Thursday, October 16th, under the following circumstances:  The wind having at mid-day shifted from the north-west to north, and continuing to blow from that quarter, although very light, we made all preparation for getting underweigh at 7.30 p.m.; the wind having shifted to N.E., and the sea beginning to roll into the bay, we deemed it necessary to slip the chain and attempt to work out; cast the ship’s head to N.W. for fifteen minutes, then tacked to S.E., but the vessel answering to helm very slowly, we did not consider it advisable to stand long in that direction; put the helm down and the vessel missing stays, we were obliged to veer her, there not being sufficient room to stand on to gather fresh way.  Stood to the N.W., but having lost so much ground by veering, we were close in shore; tacked again to S.E., and when about to tack from thence the vessel missed stays again, and there not being sufficient room to veer, we were forced to anchor in four fathoms; and being unable to give her sufficient chain to hold her, from the water shallowing so rapidly, the vessel kept drifting in towards the rocks.  Signalled to the shore, and two boats came off, and attempted to run a kedge out, but being unable to pull the boats through the kelp, and the wind and sea increasing, we gave it up as hopeless.  Midnight, the vessel striking very heavily, we did not think it safe to remain any longer on board all hopes of getting her off being out of the question by this time, and having sufficient to do to get ourselves on shore in the boats with safety.  We wish, through the medium of the Press, to tender our sincere thanks to Captain Cellum, of the brig “Sporting Lass”, for the promptness with which he received us on board that vessel, after we had travelled thirty miles over a sandy beach with nothing to eat, and no water to drink, the greater part of the way.  We shall ever remember his kindness with gratitude; for had it not been for him we should have been in a fair way of wanting the common necessaries of life.  For we cannot omit to mention the fact that the Collector of Customs, Mr. Shand, refused to grant us any assistance whatever, except as advice, and that is very badly received generally by men with empty stomachs; but he very kindly requested me as mate of the vessel to endeavour to borrow money of the white residents until our captain came from Owhangai, which he never did while we were in kangaroo; and I say again that, had it not been for the kindness of Captain Cellum, in taking us off the island, we certainly should have been in a most deplorable condition.





DAVID MARSHALL, chief officer, “Marmora”.
11.12.1856, Source: The Maitland Mercury and Hunter River General Advertiser.:-
SYDNEY SHIPPING.

The “Sporting Lass”, which arrived yesterday from Chatham Islands, has had a tedious passage, owing to light winds.  She brings  up the report of the loss of the “Marmora”, schooner, of this port.  The “Marmora” was owned by Mr. Andrews, of this city, and is insured in the Sydney Marine Insurance office. – Dec. 9.

25.12.1856, Source: The Age (Melbourne).:-
SHIPPING.

SEAMEN IN THE PORT OF SYDNEY. – Mr David Marshall, late mate iof the brig “Marmora”, writes the following letter to the Editor of the Sydney Empire:-  “Sir, - Myself and shipmates will feel grateful to you if you will kindly permit the insertion of this letter, shewing the abuse and grievance that seamen are liable to in this port.  Myself and fellow shipmates were, unfortunately, wrecked at the Chatham Islands, in the colonial brig “Marmora”.  Through the kindness of Captain Cellum, of the brig “Sporting Lass”, we received (as is usual in these distressing cases) a passage to Sydney.  On presenting ourselves at the Shipping Office, soliciting discharges, to enable us to re-ship, we were told that we could not obtain a discharge except on payment of two shillings each.  Though we had stated we were shipwrecked and had lost our all, the documents enabling us to be employed were withheld – lawfully, no doubt – but cruelly – for the Shipping Office, Shylock-like, was inexorably – fees ! fees ! fees !!! or starve.  But the kind generosity of our owner, Mr. Andrews – thanks to him – gave each of us money to purchase the Shylock Shipping Office document.  I and my fellow shipmates, with hundreds of others, think that it is a grievous tax to pay two shillings every time we ask for a discharge, which occurs frequently once a month.  Multiply that by 12 !  We do think that the hardship of the tax is greater when applied to shipwrecked mariners who have lost their all.  Master, as well as seamen, think that this clause (or regulation) in the Act is a painful grievance, and ought to be repealed..
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